Phonics Screening Check – Information Guide for ParentsTopaz – Year One
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the next few weeks, for their homework, your child will be bringing home a set of practice words. Please encourage your child spend 5-10 minutes everyday reading the words. This will help them to build fluency and their confidence.
If you have any further questions, then please do not hesitate to contact me via the office.
Best wishes,

Mrs. Allan 
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° What happens to the data?

You will be informed of your child’s result shortly after the check is completed. The data collected from
the check is used within school to provide assessment on the child’s decoding skills It is also a requirement
that it is submitted to the Department for Education, where it is used to collate information about the
standards in phonics across the country

° How can you help?

+ The most important thing you can do, to help support your child with their reading, is to read with
them. Listening to your child read is important but reading to them is just as important. If they hear
you read, they are hearing how to pronounce unfamiliar words and are developing new vocabulary

+ When you listen to your child read, allow them time to attempt to decode unfamiliar words
themselves, before stepping in to help them. If you find your child i struggling to decode a word,
you can help by pointing out the sounds (not the letters) in a word. For example, the word keep
would be -ggp’ and light’ would be Lighyt.

* When you listen to your child read, pick out a word from the book and ask them to say which
qraphemes (letters) are making a certain phoneme (sound). For example, the ‘gg’ sound (phoneme) in
‘reaching'is represented by the letters (grapheme) ‘sg’

* When you are out and about, ask your child to read what traffic or shop signs say. Allow your child
time to decode the words before stepping in to help.

 Practise speed reading (reading as quickly as possible) the graphemes your child is leaming in school.
Your child's teacher can help by giving you a list

I you have access to the Intemet, there are many free phonics games the children can play

 Keep reading activities short. It is much better to read little and often, than to read a lot
infrequently!
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‘ What is the Phonics Screening Check?

The phonics screening check is a statutory reading check that all year 1 children take during a particular
week in June. The check is designed to assess if your child has reached the age appropriate standard of
decoding by the end of year 1

G How is the check carried out?

T will be carrying out the check with your child on a 1:1 basis. It usually takes 510 minutes for each
child to complete. However, there is no time limit and your child can take as long as they need. T can also
allow your child a rest break it is necessary. We will be working on similar activities in our phonics
lessons so that your child will be familiar with the format of the check. The only difference will be that
during the check T will be unble to help your child.

° What does the check consist of?
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The check contains 40 words - 20 real and 20 pseudo words (nonsense words ~ also known as alien
words). The words are presented to your chid in the form of a booklet

The words gradually get more diffcul from 2 and 3 ‘sound’ words such as ¢’ and ‘ygg, to longer words
with more complex ‘sounds, such as the g sound in the word ‘same’.

Below, are examples of how the words are presented to the children

Ll

example of Phases 2 example of Phases 5
and 3 peudo words real words

The pseudo words are presented with a picture of an alien. This tells your child that this word will not

make sense to them. It wil instead be the name of the kind of alien. This has been added so that your

child does not attempt to tum the words into real words.
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‘ Why use pseudo words?

The ultimate aim of teaching phonics is that your child progresses from decoding each sound, to automatic
recognition of words. However, even as adults, we still need to be able to decode unfamiliar words. The
abiity to decode unfamiliar words will help your child to read increasingly more difficult texts and will
help them to develop their vocabulary. The pseudo words will demonstrate if your child is able to decode
unfamiliar words and is not just reading words from memory

° What is the expectation?

It is expected that, by the end of year 1, children are able to recognise the graphemephoneme
correspondences up to the end of phase 5, seqment words (split into sounds) and blend them back together
to be able to read them.

For the last few years, the expected standard for the screening check has been set at 32 out of 40 words
correctly decoded. However, this can change and the Department for Education does not release the ‘pass’
mark until a few weeks after the chidren have completed the check

c Do all children complete the check?

It is expected that all year 1 children complete the screening check, unless they have no understanding of
grapheme phoneme correspondence (the way sounds link to letters). However, if I feel your child is really
struggling, I may choose to end the check before the end.
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‘ What about children with SEND?

There is no time limit on the check and the teachers are able to edit the size of the text or the number of
words presented to the child at once, i this is necessary. Coloured overlays can also be used as needed.

What happens if my child does not meet the
expected standard?
If your child does not meet the expected standard, the school will continue to provide extra support for

them in phonics. If your child does not meet the expected standard in year 1, they will complete the
check again in year 2.
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« If you have access to the Intemet, there are many free phonics games the children can play.

« Keep reading activities short. It is much better to read little and often, than to read a lo
infrequently!
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