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	Week 1 – 1st May 2025
Welcome back, I hope you have all had a lovely Easter and that the Easter Bunny was generous! We are embarking this half term on our new topic ‘Oh I do like to be beside the seaside’! I am sure that the children will have lots of fun learning some incredible facts our amazing coastline! 

Phonics

The children have returned to school with their usual enthusiasm for their phonics lessons and are recapping all their sounds and tricky words to date on a daily basis. Whilst they are growing in accuracy and confidence, it is still imperative that they also continue to practise their sounds and words every day at home. In addition to practising reading and saying these sounds and words I would also like your child to practise writing them too. To help prepare your child for their transition to year one, in class we are promoting their independence in writing. Being able to rapidly read and write will help your child with their fluency, writing stamina and confidence. This writing doesn’t always have to be done on paper, but can be done completed in a variety of ways for example: in chalk, by using a paintbrush and water on out in the garden, in shaving foam, or by using sealed sandwich bags filled with paint etc. 

Maths 

In class we have been continuing to develop our subtraction skills. For their homework this week I would like your child to complete the Sid Saltasaurus - Subtraction Challenge. Please remind your child that when subtracting (or taking away) they need to count/ bounce backwards, down the number line and that their answer will always be smaller. Whilst this activity uses a number line, it is also absolutely fine for your child to use concrete resources such as counters, cars or bricks etc to help them physically see the amount get smaller. Please encourage your child to use accurate numeral formation and correct them if numerals are reversed or not written correctly.


Reading

Your child will continue to bring home their Little Wandle Phonics book and their sharing book. As your child develops greater fluency with their decoding, please encourage to use expression in their reading and increase their comprehension skills by discussing the stories with them. Please do comment in their reading record every time you listen to your child read, or share a story together.
Please remember to return all books on Monday so they can be used during group teaching reading sessions. Unfortunately, we aren’t getting all the books back every week and this has a detrimental impact on the teaching of group ready for the rest of the week. Please ensure your child is in their bookbag first thing every Monday morning.  Many thanks for your support with this.


As always, if you have any questions regarding the homework, please do not hesitate to contact me via the school office. 
Many thanks,

Mrs Allan 


	Next week in class we will be learning

	Phonics – recap all sounds and words to date. Introduce new sounds and tricky words.
Reading – Little Wandle sessions
Writing – continuing diary writing – focusing on sentence structure, handwriting and segmenting. Cross Curricular – Geography/History – features of the seaside

	Maths – Number – reading, writing and interpreting mathematical statements - ‘how many now?’ addition within 20

	R.E. – Other faiths and festivals – Ramadan and the importance of Mosques in Islamic life   

	Art/RE – Ramadan 3D Mosque cards

	Physical Development – Swimming and Athletics

	Book focus of the week: Bible – The Snail and the Whale









